Moray Bird Club outing to Scalan (Glenlivet) – 13 June 2026

Thirteen of us gathered in the Scalan car park where we donned warm and waterproof clothing – the weather was cool and breezy with the threat of rain although luckily this held off until near the end of the walk. 
The woodland around the car park held a few singing birds including Willow Warbler, Song Thrush, Chaffinch and Siskin. All three hirundine species were flying up and down along the track, hunting flying insects in the shelter of the trees.
The path from the woods along to Scalan was more exposed and even a Skylark was preferring to sing from the ground rather than endure a buffeting from the wind! We found Lapwing, Curlew and Oystercatcher in the fields, where there were also large numbers of Rooks and Jackdaws. Common Gulls were quite numerous, but a single immature Lesser Black-backed Gull was the only other gull species we saw.
Searching the sky for raptors was rewarded with two Buzzards and a low-level Kestrel.
As the weather began to turn wet, we started the walk back to the cars. Despite the disappointing weather conditions it was an enjoyable morning spent in good company.
In total, we recorded 25 species:
Woodpigeon			Rook			Mistle Thrush
Oystercatcher		Carrion Crow		Blackbird
Lapwing			Skylark		Pied Wagtail 
Curlew			Sand Martin		Meadow Pipit 
Common Gull		Swallow		Chaffinch 
Lesser Black-backed Gull	House Martin		Bullfinch
Buzzard			Willow Warbler	Siskin
Kestrel				Starling		
Jackdaw			Song Thrush 
In addition, we saw Hooded Crow, which has recently been combined with Carrion Crow as a single species. 

Martin Cook
16/6/2026

