MORAY BIRD CLUB BIG BIRDWATCH 2026
Nine groups of one or more people took part in the Big Birdwatch between 6pm on Friday 15 May and 6pm on Saturday 16 May – the fifth Big Birdwatch to be run by Moray Bird Club. The weather was largely dry with sunny periods and quite light winds. At 6pm on the Saturday we gathered in Spynie Hall to catch up, compare experiences of the day and have something to eat and drink.
There was general agreement that it was a very enjoyable day, particularly now that the competitive element of the Bird Race has been dropped. Instead, the sightings of all groups were combined to give a total for the day.
In all, between us, we recorded 129 species in Moray & Nairn. Previous years’ totals have been 118 in 2022, 128 in 2023, 139 in 2024 and 125 in 2025.  Over the five Big Birdwatches combined, the total number of species recorded now stands at 158. 
Five species were recorded for the first time in 2026:
Golden Plover		Puffin 			White-tailed Eagle	   
Purple Sandpiper  	Golden Eagle 
					  
In 2026, 11 species were recorded by all nine groups:
Pheasant		Jackdaw 		Swallow 		House Sparrow 
Woodpigeon 		Carrion Crow		Blackbird 		Chaffinch 
Oystercatcher 		Great Tit 		Robin 
A further 15 species were seen by eight groups.
Only three species have been recorded by every group on all five Big Birdwatches:
Jackdaw		Carrion Crow		Chaffinch 		
At the other end of the scale, 26 species were recorded by only one of the nine groups in 2026:
Black Grouse		Red-breasted Merganser  Black Guillemot 	Peregrine  	
Grey Partridge		Swift  			Puffin 	 		Crested Tit  	
Mandarin Duck 		Stock Dove  		Great Northern Diver 	Ring Ouzel 
Gadwall 		Golden Plover   		Golden Eagle 		Redstart 
Common Scoter 	Little Ringed Plover	Goshawk  		Bullfinch 
Long-tailed Duck 	Sanderling 		Red Kite
Goldeneye 		Snipe 			White-tailed Eagle
Two species were recorded in the first four Big Birdwatches, but not in 2026:
Woodcock		Crossbill sp.
