Moray Bird Club outing to Loch na Bo
Saturday 14 February 2026


Ten club members met at Threaplands Garden Centre car park for a 10:00 start on a frosty morning bathed in beautiful sunshine. After a brief introduction to the route and a safety warning about the trip hazard of exposed tree roots, we set off along the metalled road - scanning the fields and railway line produced Carrion Crow, Woodpigeon and a large flock of Linnets. The garden areas of the cottages held tits and finches, but we did not linger and walked past.

The trees along the road did not produce much but as we approached the loch a Whooper Swan could be heard. On scanning the Loch an adult and juvenile Whooper were close in with Mute Swan, Goldeneye, Tufted Duck, Little Grebe, Mallard, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Cormorant, Wigeon, Teal and Moorhen.

We walked along through the trees and through the Rhododendron corridor stopping to scan the loch at the first opportunity where 4 Little Grebes were feeding, and a Grey Heron flew in. Moving on, we stopped at the burn and scanned again, a Tawny Owl was heard, and a Kingfisher flew across the loch and did a circuit in front of us. We spent a little time just enjoying the day then moving on through the car park we followed the path around Loch na Bo house. A Goldcrest was seen and we slowly walked back along the metalled road to our parking spot. 

Common Gulls were spotted in the fields across from the cars and two Buzzards circled over the pig farm with Rooks perched on the car park lamps.

A count-up found we had 33 birds and after thanking everyone for turning up most departed. Richard had gone on to Loch Oire, where he was joined by Sue and Graham. A 3rd calendar year gull was present and was identified as the probable Kumlien’s Gull - along with Black-headed Gull and Goosander for an extra three species making 36 in total for the day.

Pink-footed Goose (flew over)	Black-headed Gull			Carrion Crow
Mute Swan 				Common Gull			Coal Tit 
Whooper Swan			Great Black-backed Gull		Blue Tit 
Wigeon 				Kumlien’s Gull (probable)		Great Tit 
Mallard				Herring Gull				Long-tailed Tit   
Teal					Cormorant				Goldcrest 
Tufted Duck				Grey Heron 				Blackbird 
Goldeneye				Buzzard				Robin
Goosander				Tawny Owl (heard by all)		House Sparrow 
Woodpigeon				Kingfisher				Chaffinch 
Moorhen				Jackdaw				Greenfinch 
Little Grebe				Rook					Linnet 

Graham & Sue Larrington
